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logic to which a growing number now subscribed. After an-
other month only one major ally remained to fight the Axis,
France having succumbed to the Nazi Blitzkrieg.
Production of armaments for the defense of Britain and
the preparedness of the United States rose together in steady
crescendo. With the retooling of aircraft factories, the con-
version of tractor assembly lines into processions of tanks
and gun carriages, the ceaseless hum of shipyards and pre-
cision-instrument workshops, America's own war potential
was being modernized and expanded. This Anglo-American
collaboration attained an important milestone in the lend-
lease act of March 11, 1941, which undertook to supply
materials to foes of the Axis according to their need rather
than ability to pay. Tentative gestures to aid China by loans
and, at last, the stoppage of Japan's imports of high-test
gasoline and scrap metal in 1940, though popularly ap-
proved, attracted much less notice than did transatlantic
events.
In response to the thickening war dangers the WPA turned
increasingly to projects like housing for aircraft and muni- •
tions workers, camps for the National Guard, armories and
rifle ranges until by October, 1941, one in three WPA
workers was engaged in such tasks. Inevitably defense needs
pyramided the national debt to new heights, but as an off-
setting factor federal relief grew less and less necessary. By
early autumn, 1940, the Federal Reserve Board's index of
industrial production had risen nearly seven points and al-
most two million more persons had found private employ-
ment during this first twelvemonth of war in Europe. A
different demand for man power arose from the nation's
first peace-time selective-service act, signed on September 16,
1940. Within a few months clothiers' advertisements began
to remark that "olive drab is what the well-dressed young
man is wearing/*
Adding to these portents was the excitement of another
presidential election year. To the chagrin of organization

